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EDITORIAL 
This month is a fateful month for the United Kingdom.  29th March is the date set for its 
departure from the European Union.  Whether or not this will happen is still not known as i 
write; but the country seems to be more divided than ever, with counter allegations of 
treason by extremists on both sides of the argument.  One UKIP loyalist has gone so far 
as to suggest that our Queen is a traitor.  In so doing, I think he himself commits the 
offence of Lèse Majesté; if not… treason!   Certainly both extremes are united in their 
opposition to the compromise offered by our Prime Minister and I can see why – Britain 
would still have to abide by Europe’s rules but would have no say in making them – in 
effect becoming a colony.  In saying that I find it strange to be agreeing with Boris 
Johnson!  Whatever happens there will be trouble ahead.  The Pro leavers insist that the 
Democratic vote of June 2016 must be observed, while the Pro remainers state that it was 
not democratic anyway because its terms of reference – a first past the post majority, 
rather than the significant majority usually required in a referendum – were 
unconstitutional; not to mention that it was based on falsehoods.  Now we know more of 
the consequences of leaving, a second People’s vote should be held.  Certainly it seems 
that business has already made up its mind and international companies are leaving 
Britain in drives – even pro remain businessmen are moving their activities out of the 
country.  Nissan has just announced that it has changed its mind about building a new 
model in Britain and Honda is closing its Swindon factory.  Each day it becomes more and 
more apparent just how much we rely on Europe – for export of our farm products, for 
import of much of our food and medicines; and now, we hear, also for the disposal of our 
rubbish – with fears that we will become submerged under a 3 million tonne mountain of 
decaying waste!   
If Britain leaves the EU, there is no doubt that it will face a serious economic decline, if not 
disaster; and will be seen by the world as untrustworthy, bigoted, xenophobic and stupid.  
If Britain does, after all, remain in the EU, it will still be seen as untrustworthy, but there will 
be unleashed within it such inter-factional hatred that I see Civil War as a possibility   With 
the Government putting troops on standby to ‘help’ and making plans for the introduction 
of Martial Law, It looks as if it thinks so too. 
But for people who have not been brainwashed by what they have read in the largely pro-
leave press – their fears of unfettered immigration being whipped up even though leaving 
the EU will have no effect on immigration from Asia and Africa – the only sensible option 
left for Britain is to remain.  We – and Europe – have already paid a huge price at a time, 
for us, of unnecessary austerity.  Either way, we still have an even greater price to pay for 
our arrogant insularity. 
Assuming that Brexit does happen, as far as travel is concerned, we are assured that, 
apart from the new requirement of having a passport with at least 6-months to run, entry to 
Shengen group countries will be largely unchanged.  We do not know, yet, what additional 
requirements will be put into effect for entry into other EU countries such as Poland, 
Romania and Bulgaria.  Equally we do not know what regulations will be put in place for 
citizens from any of the countries of the European Community.  At present many only need 
to present their national Identity Card; but that might change and a full passport might be 
required and additional guarantees for some.  More unnecessary complications resulting 
from British Xenophobia. 

Philip Worsfold 20-02-2019 
(The views expressed are personal and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Association.) 
 
 

Reminders. 
Again a reminder that the British section website is now up and running at 
www.aec-europe.co.uk   It will be a source of up to date information, so please use it 
regularly.  Jenny Worsfold is the webmaster and material for insertion should be sent to 
her as e-mail attachment. 
 

John Woods new phone number is 07380 388 374 
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The 2019 AGM will be on Friday 26th April 2019 at the Elstead Hotel, 12-14 Knyveton 
Road, Bournemouth, BH1 3QP 
The telephone number of the hotel is 01202 293 071. 
After the meeting we hope to enjoy a meal and social evening together, giving the 
opportunity better to get to know one another. 
The hotel is within a short walking distance from Bournemouth station. 
 

Recruitment 
Nigel Hyde has been elected as Treasurer and membership Secretary as well as 
Recruitment Officer.  Any ideas you have should be channelled through him.  All enquiries 
about membership should be addressed to Nigel Hyde.  Please note telephone number 
and e-mail address on page 2. 

 
PEOPLE. 
The President, Bob Clark 
 
Bob is none too well at the moment, with a number of health issues.  He doesn’t feel up to 
doing his usual bit for the newsletter at this time, but hopes to be well enough to be with us 
at the Annual General Meeting  We wish him well and hope that he’ll soon be on the road 
to recovery and feeling his old self again. 

 

 
COMMUNICATION.        Philip Worsfold 
Since Bob is indisposed, I’m adding a few more thoughts of my own. 
Reading the current issue of my professional monthly magazine, I came across the 
following highlighted quote in an article entitled ‘Team Culture’. 
‘The key role for PCSG is to use leading-edge data and process techniques to drive 
maximum value at all stages of the asset lifecycle.’  (‘Lifecycle’ has come up as a spelling 
error on my computer!) 
PCSG, it is explained, is a specialist SME company, for which the article is in effect an 
advertisement.  I don’t know what PCSG stands for  - nor is it explained what SME is – but 
it’s used in ‘ transforming the procurement and delivery of projects’, which I believe means 
getting things done on time and within budget – a knack we seem to have lost somewhere 
along the line! 
I recalled an incident early in my career when my boss was trying to explain the rudiments 
of surveying to a 16 year old Swedish student whose knowledge of English was limited.  
To start he drew a triangle, pointed at one corner and said ‘We shall call this angle theta.’  
Since the lad had no knowledge of Greek, it was, immediately ‘all Greek to him’ and he 
was lost.  This was another case of a professional wrapping up the simple in his own 
special jargon so that your ordinary man in the street can’t understand what you’re talking 
about and you can preserve your professionalism. 
Our industry is all about communication – getting people and things from A to B.  Likewise 
our association is about communication – getting knowledge and ideas from one to 
another – using speech and the printed word.  It also involves listening.  In AEC, the 
difficulties are compounded by the fact that we speak a multiplicity of languages, but on a 
good day, our multilingual meetings of the European Administrative Council can be awe 
inspiring. 
Last Friday, 15th February, many British school children went on strike and took to the 
streets to demonstrate about the government’s lack of action in protecting the environment 
– and their futures.  All the government could say was how dreadful it was that these 
children had missed so many hours of instruction in lessons – overlooking the fact that for 
many of these wonderful kids, it was the day before ‘half term’ and the teachers were 
having a ‘training day’ so the children wouldn’t have been in school anyway.  The fact that 
the children are taking an interest in political matters of concern to them; and beginning to 
act on their own behalf should have been a wake-up call to the government; a sign that  
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they were failing to communicate.  Of course they have been failing to communicate for 
years now and when they do, give either false information or wrap up what they are saying 
in jargon such as I have quoted, so they can carry on with their own agenda   And just look 
at the mess we are in. 
 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The 31st Annual General Meeting of the British Section of AEC will take place at the 
ELSTEAD HOTEL, 12-14 Knyveton Road, Bournemouth, BH1 3QP 

on Friday 26th April 2019 at 16h00.  the Elstead Hotel, The telephone number of the 
hotel is 01202 293 071. 
The hotel is within a short walking distance from Bournemouth station.  After the meeting 
we hope to enjoy a meal and social evening together, giving the opportunity to better get 
to know one another. 
 

Please send items for the agenda, including those for “Any Other Business”, in 
writing, or by e-mail to the Secretary, Jenny Worsfold, to reach her not later than 

Saturday 13th April 2019. 
 

2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: DRAFT AGENDA  

(Any further amendments will be announced at the meeting) 
 

1. Opening remarks and Apologies for absence. 

2. Minutes of the 30th Annual General meeting of 19th April 2018. 

 (The draft minutes of the 2018 AGM, were printed in the newsletter for June 
2018 – Vol 22, No4. 

3. Matters Arising. 

4. Correspondence. 

5. President’s Report – Bob Clarke. 

6. Reports from Officers. 

  Secretary – Jenny Worsfold 

  Recruitment Secretary – Nigel Hyde 

7. Treasurer’s Report and Accounts and 

 membership at 31st March 2019 – Nigel Hyde 

8. Election of Officers for a period of one year, from 15th May 2019. 

 (The President was elected in 2018 to serve until 2022) 

  Vice President 

  Secretary 

  Asst Secretary 

   Treasurer, Membership Secretary & Recruitment officer 

  Events officer 

9. Appointment of Checker of Accounts 

10. Nomination of delegates for the European Administrative Council. (Meetings 

in (possibly) Bucharest, Romania on 25th May and Linz, Austria 23rd 

September 2019 and subsequent meetings in 2020. 

11. Dates and Venues for forthcoming European Days. 

12. Proposed date and venue for 2020 Annual General Meeting 

13. Reunions & Events Programme. 

14. Any Other Business (see note above) 
 

Even if you are unable to attend the meeting, please let us know your views – in 
particular where we meet and what you expect from AEC.  If you would like an item 
on the agenda, please let us have it, together with your point of view.  It can still be 
discussed. 
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TRANSPORT AND TRAVEL NEWS 
 
Items from the Bulletin of European Rail Travel. 
 
BACK ON TRACK AND STAY GROUNDED IN VIENNA 
On the evening of October 12th, nearly 100 people attended the public opening session of 
this international weekend to consider the topic “Turnabout Mobility”. Speakers dealt with 
the need for modal shift, particularly from air to rail for short and medium distance journeys 
– what had been achieved so far, the implications for jobs and taxation policy and asking 
the question, “Do we always need to fly? What are the alternatives?” 
On the following two days, about 60 activists from ten European countries took part in 
discussions – some joint and some separate. Back-on-Track campaigns for the retention 
and development of night trains as part of a 24/7 international network; Stay Grounded 
campaigns for the alternatives to further airport expansion, for environmental and social 
reasons. 
There were reports from Germany, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, France, Spain, 
Poland, Switzerland and the Czech Republic; from Alaska and Mexico via video link; and 
the experience of the Caledonian Sleeper in Great Britain was also cited as an example 
for elsewhere. 
Mr Kurt Bauer, Head of the Long-distance Passenger Department of Austrian Federal 
Railways (OeBB) also joined the conference for a session, to explain how the Austrian 
Nightjet trains were now running into Germany and elsewhere and discussed what could 
be learned from their experience. 
A full 8-page report (in English) is on the Back-on-Track website (www.back-on-track.eu) 
and also available on request from trevorgarrod2000@yahoo.co.uk   
In addition, a report of the conference in German has been provided be Sebastian Wilken 
on his blog http://traintracks.eu 
Stay Grounded also launched its report 13 Steps towards a just Transport System and 
rapid Reduction in Air Traffic in English and in German, which can also be viewed on 
www.stay-grounded.org  
Back-on-Track  is drafting questions to be put to the political parties as they prepare for 
the May 2019 election to the European Parliament. 
It is also to hold an informal meeting in Brussels in mid January, with representatives of 
like-minded campaign groups, to discuss a range of issues including a shift to rail as part 
of a decarbonisation strategy, particularly focussing on international night trains and 
possible joint activity.  
 
FILLING GAPS  
The European Passengers’ Federation has acted as sub-contractor to the consultancy firm 
KCW in producing a cross-border rail study which was published in June. The study lists 
existing and missing rail links across borders between EU states. Where there are gaps, it 
assesses the demand potential and the socio-economic case for capital investment. It then 
ranks all routes   for which demand potential has been identified but action is required. 
The two main findings are : 
1. Most small scale connections do not belong to the TEN-T or Comprehensive Network 
and so have been disregarded for capital funding. 
2. Some gaps are not necessarily caused by missing infrastructure. In such cases, where 
the track still exists, it is up to competent authorities in Member States to play a role in 
implementing services. 
For more information, visit www.epf.eu  
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RAILPASSES AND CUSTOMERS 
Interrail and other passes give flexibility and savings and are especially attractive for 
leisure travel by train – but can also be useful for business travel if you want to visit more 
than one place. 
Members of the European Passengers’ Federation have been working on a project which 
focuses particularly on the passenger experience with such passes. 
The excellent European Rail Timetable, in its summer and winter editions, devotes 7 
pages to listing and summarising such passes, whether international (Interrail and Eurail), 
cross-border (Euregio Maas-Theine) or covering a specific country or region (e.g. German 
Laendertickets). 
But what about the actual customer experience? How easy is it to find out about or buy a 
pass? Are the conditions easy to understand and follow? Or are they too complicated, 
perhaps with too many exceptions? 
Four colleagues have already examined and/or used the Explore Wales Pass, 
Oresundskort (Denmark and Sweden), Bus & Tog-arskort (Denmark), Klimakarte (Austria), 
Elbe-Labe-Ticket (Germany and Czech Republic), Metroceane (western France), EgroNet 
Ticket (western Bohemia and German border region), Anglia Plus (eastern England), 
some of which include some, or all, buses. However, not all staff are aware of the pass; 
not all ticket vending machines accept foreign bank cards; some passes are valid at 
different times on different routes. 
The Brandenburg-Berlin-Ticket is ideal – valid on all trains and buses (and other urban 
public transport) for a specific price. On the other hand, in some regions  the price varies 
according to how many people are travelling. The customer needs to sort this out before 
buying a ticket.     
Please let us have more examples (in English, French or German) of good and bad 
practice, good or bad customer experience where you live or in places that you visit. We 
shall produce a report, with recommendations and warnings. This should help everyone 
campaigning for a modal shift to rail and other public transport. You may send the 
examples to Trevor Garrod in the first instance. 
Readers of the bulletin have sent in comments. 
In Austria we learn that there are Laendertickets – as there are in Germany. Unlike the 
German ones (which are valid for a day) the Austrian ones are normally valid for a week. 
Austria is a federal republic consisting of nine states. Six of them (Vorarlberg, Tirol, 
Salzburg, Kaernten, Steiermark and Vienna) have weekly passes for tourists. The others 
do not. The country is, understandably, a popular tourist destination and tourists should be 
encouraged to use public transport during their holiday there.  
Thus, Kaernten (Carinthia) has a weekly public transport pass for about 75 Euro which can 
be bought in rail stations or bus company offices and a “Freizeit Ticket” (Leisure Ticket) 
giving a day’s travel for 11 Euro – but only on local trains. 
Steiermark (Styria) has a similar weekly ticket for 84 Euro, available from all station ticket 
offices and ticket vending machines as well as from “various customer centres.” 
Salzburg weekly passes for all public transport only cost 66 Euro. These can be bought 
from all rail stations (including their ticket vending machines), customers centres and from 
bus drivers – but not from city trolleybus drivers or ticket vending machines of the city 
transport authority. 
A weekly pass in Tirol is even cheaper, at only 58.80 Euro – and there is also a daily ticket 
-  and can be bought at all station ticket offices and automatic vending machines or from 
bus drivers.     
A group of Railfuture members visiting the Dutch city of Leiden in October were impressed 
by the South Holland Tourist Day Ticket, which gave them unlimited travel on buses, 
trams, light rail and even river buses in Rotterdam. It did not give them free travel on 
conventional rail (NS), but the public transport network around Leiden, Rotterdam, The 
Hague and other places was so comprehensive that they did not really need trains – other 
than from their journey to and from London, which went well. 
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Buying the Tourist Day Ticket was easy, thanks to the advice of a Dutch colleague.  The 
VVV (Tourist Office) in Leiden is two minutes’ walk from the railway station and has a 
special desk for public transport. 
Belgium caters for the tourist market in a different way, with the Go Pass and the Rail 
Pass which, for 77 euro, enables the holder to make up to ten separate train journeys in a 
day. There are also weekend zonal tickets.  Some of these passes also include travel to 
and from the Dutch city of Maastricht. 
Thank you to everyone who has submitted comments on passes which they have used. 
Trevor Garrod would welcome any more by the end of December as he is drafting a 
report. 
 
“LUNAJET / LUNATRAIN”  
In our last two issues we have reported on this project for a night train from Barcelona to 
Frankfurt and a possible northern section  to Brussels. 
During the past three months, meetings have taken place with four different French 
deputies  (members of the National Assembly);  with SNCF  Reseau (Network); with 
representatives of the Regional Council of Alsace /Grand Est (who showed great interest) 
and a further meeting is due on September 3rd with the Regional Council of Picardie/Nord 
Pas de Calais. 
Promoters of the scheme also held a presentation in Montpellier and have contacts with 
the Generalitat de Catalunya and the Region of Occitanie. 
Eric Boisseau explains the choice facing them: 
“Either we ask for operating subsidies in a context of strong reluctance on the part of 
public administrations; or   we find a new concept offering a night sleeper service for 
passengers in such a way that the operator does not need an operating subsidy. 
“Lunajet subscribes to this new concept by searching via goods traffic for a long-term 
financial balance.  We have implemented the second option.”  (Translated by TG)    
You can obtain more information of the progress of the campaign from Eric Boisseau (in 
French) at boisseaueric@wanadoo.fr  or Helmut Neumayer (in German or English) at 
neumayer.helmut@wanadoo.fr   
  
RAIL/SEA/RAIL 
Karlskrona – Gdynia 
Trevor Garrod writes: How many people outside Sweden know Karlskrona?  This port, in 
the southeast of the country, is beautifully situated on islands linked to the mainland, is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and is worth a visit in its own right. It is served every hour 
by electric Oresund trains from Copenhagen via Copenhagen Airport and the city of 
Malmö. 
When you arrive at the well-kept station  on the edge of the old town, city buses take you 
to many destinations, including the ferry terminal for Poland, with real-time information 
screens.  However, buying a ticket is not so easy if you are, as I was, a visitor wanting to 
pay in cash. A helpful lady in the tourist information office gave me the name of a 
supermarket where I could buy a ticket with my Swedish krone - but not too far in advance 
as it was only valid for 60 minutes. 
The Stena Line ferry terminal is on an industrial estate on another island, linked to the 
mainland by a bridge, and the bus pulls up right in front of it. At the ferry terminal are 
copies of a very useful leaflet, in English, “Take the bus to Karlskrona” 
How easy is the ferry and train integration on the Polish side? The Stena Line website 
advised me to catch bus F from the terminal. There were many foot passengers and 
dozens of taxis plying their trade. The bus stop was under a motorway viaduct, had a 
bench but no timetable and about 30 of us queued for it. 
The bus arrived, we paid the driver in cash, he gave change as appropriate, issued tickets 
which we had to validate and ten minutes later   we drew up outside the imposing central 
station. This has trains to many key destinations in Poland and even a daily train to Berlin. 
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I’ve seen worse examples of train and ferry integration. This is a perfectly do-able 
multimodal journey provided that you undertake a little research in advance. 
Other experiences of good and not so good practice on rail/sea/rail journeys will be 
welcome. 
Harwich – Hoek van Holland 
Between England and the Netherlands at the time of writing it is still “rail /sea/bus/rail” if 
you use the Harwich – Hoek van Holland ferry.  That has been the case since April 2017 
because of work to convert the Schiedam – Hoek van Holland line to a metro. 
In October, three RET metro units were standing tantalisingly in the sidings at Hoek van 
Holland Haven station, and so they must have been driven there. 
X 
However, on September 14th RET (The Rotterdam public transport company) announced 
that because of software problems the public service could not now be started before the 
end of January. 
Also, the legal action that was in process in the summer over the extension to Hoek van 
Holland Strand (which will not affect international passengers) has now been settled. 
Some of the beach extension is likely to be on a low viaduct now, with completion 
envisaged for 2021. 
Harwich – Esbjerg again? 
The thrice-weekly ferry from Harwich to Esbjerg was withdrawn in 2014.  On the English 
side, it was well integrated with the trains.  On the Danish side passengers had to walk or 
get a taxi   after the harbour station had been closed. 
A group of campaigners for the reintroduction of a direct ferry on this route launched a 
petition in June. You can find out more via htpps://www.facebook.com/groups/RHEGFerry.   
 
EUROPEAN PASSENGERS’ FEDERATION CONFERENCES 
This year’s conference of the European Passengers’ Federation took place in June in 
Aachen.  It focussed on using public transport for tourism and covered issues such as 
ticketing, cross-border travel and Interrail.  You can read the presentations on www.epf.eu    
The 2019 EPF conference is due to be held in Stockholm in June.  The Annual General 
Meeting will be held in London on March 16th. 
Individual members of the 35 associations which are affiliated to EPF  will be welcome to 
attend the Annual General Meeting, to be held in London on Saturday March 16th.EPF’s 
annual conference will be held in Stockholm from Friday June 7th to Sunday June 9th and 
will also include interesting visits.  For more information, visit www.epf.eu  
 
NEW NIGHT TRAIN VIENNA-WROCLAW-BERLIN 
On the second weekend in December, a new overnight services started, linking Austria, 
Poland and Germany.  Night train supporters gathered in Berlin, firstly on the evening of 
Sunday December 9th  
On that evening, the first southbound night train left Berlin Charlottenburg at 18.22 and 
Berlin Hauptbahnhof (main station) at 18.40; while the following morning the first 
northbound night train arrived at one of the high-level platforms at the Hauptbahnhof at 
09.16. 
A group of Back-on-Track supporters from several countries met to greet the night train to 
Vienna on the Sunday evening; and were back at 08.30 on Monday morning, 
accompanied by news media, to welcome the arrival of the train from Vienna. 
This train also makes it possible for early morning commuters from western Poland to 
travel into Berli; just as the Dusseldorf – Vienna Nightjet picks up passengers at Linz, 
Poechlarn, Amstetten and St Poelten on its early morning approach to the Austrian capital. 
For more information about the Back-on-Track action in Berlin, please check on the 
website www.back-on-track.eu   
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NEWS FROM FRANCE, GERMANY, DENMARK, SPAIN… 
Mme Elizabeth Borne, the French transport minister, recently announced investment in the 
refurbishment of rolling stock for overnight trains.  She made a night train journey herself 
in order to do so. 
On November 27th some 20 people gathered at the National Assembly in Paris for a 
meeting organised by Eric Boisseau and hosted by Deputy for Hautes Alpes, Joel Giraud. 
concerning a feasibility study for the Lunajet / Lunatrain project. 
The project envisages a night service for passengers and high value goods between 
Barcelona and Frankfurt via Avignon, and a second train   from Barcelona to Brussels. 
Associated with it are TET Lunea services  linking  Briançon and Nice to Paris. Among 
those taking part were regional and local authorities and companies. 
A further meeting is scheduled for January.  
At an Aviation Summit on October 5th in Hamburg, the German Federal Government 
expressed a desire to replace some short-haul flights with train journeys. 
For more news from a German perspective visit www.nachtzug-bleibt.eu  
On November 22nd, a 42,000-signature petition was presented to the Danish Government, 
calling for the reintroduction of a night train service. This initiative gained a lot of media 
publicity, including in Sweden, where a similar petition is due   to be presented soon. 
In Spain a 3,500-signature petition to bring back a night train between Barcelona and 
Grenada has been presented. As a result the Government is asking national train operator 
RENFE to study the feasibility of such a project. 
 
RAIL PASSENGER RIGHTS 
What happens if your TGV from Lyon to Lille or Brussels is delayed and you miss your 
Thalys or Eurostar  connection to London or Amsterdam? 
European passenger rights should apply to such multi-leg journeys.  The European  
Passengers’ Federation and ALLRAIL (the association for new entrants) have been writing 
to MEPs urging that they should.  The Bureau Européen des Unions des Consommateurs 
(The uropean union of consumer associations) has joined them in this campaign. For more 
information, visit www.epf.eu   
Linked to passengers’ rights when things go wrong is the question of ticketing, especially if 
– as sometimes has to be the case – the passenger has to use more than one agency or 
website to book a journey involving more than one operator. 
It is therefore encouraging to learn that since October Deutsche Bahn will now book 
connections by Thalys, SNCF and Eurostar as well as its own services. This can now be 
done on line or by mobile and includes special offers on foreign railways, cross-border and 
domestic services. Log on to www.bahn.de or use DB Navigator. Thalys tickets are now 
again on sale at Cologne main station and there are plans to develop further the sales of 
other international tickets.  
On the other hand, Neil Pothecary encountered “significant problems” during three days’ 
travel in Italy during October, using tickets booked through loco.2, and was unable to 
resolve these problems.  When as a last resort he tried to claim a refund he was told by 
his bank, “payments made via a 3rd party do not establish a valid ‘debtor – creditor – 
supplier’ agreement… which means we are not in a position to accept your claim.”     
 
MORE CITY TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENTS 
Aarhus (Denmark) 
There was further expansion of the light rail (or train/tram) system on August 25th, when 
the sections from Odder to Aarhus and the University Hospital to Lisbjerg were opened.  
The new line serves a large school and will be further expanded as planned new housing 
is built.  A new bridge carrying the light rail line and a cycle path has been built over the 
Egaa River. Further extensions to the network are planned to Lystrup and Grenaa. 
Uppsala (Sweden) 
Uppsala, Sweden’s fourth largest city with a population of 150,000, is due to grow further 
with up to 33,000 homes to be built. 
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As part of the project, the Government has also committed 900 million krone to construct a 
tram line out to the new southern suburb of Gottsunda, also serving the university. 
Uppsala’s original tram system   was closed in 1953. This city will now join a considerable 
number in other European countries (such as France and Great Britain) in reintroducing 
the tram. 
MEANWHILE, Pau Noy reports publication in July of the Deloitte City Mobility index,   
featuring Amsterdam, Barcelona, Berlin, Brussels, Lisbon, London, Paris, Rome and 
Stockholm. It compares mobility parameters of the main cities of the world, not just of 
Europe. 
A summary has been made by ASIMUS 8, with an introduction in Spanish followed by 
useful graphics with headings in English.   
 
 
VELARO NOVO: SIEMENS NEW APPROACH TO HIGH SPEED TRAVEL 
27th September 2018  by Nigel Wordsworth BSc(Hons) MCIJ  

 

In much the same way that Network Rail has a dedicated train for inspecting the railway, 
the HST-based New Measurement Train, German state railway Deutsche Bahn has the 
ICE-S for the same purpose. The ICE-S usually consists of two power cars and two trailer 
cars, although it has been seen with any number between one and three intermediate 
laboratory cars. It is based on an ICE 2 unit but with a power car at each end, unlike the 
normal ICE 2 which only has one power car and one cab car, and runs on an overhead 
15kV 16.7Hz AC supply. Operated by the technical arm of Deutsche Bahn, DB 
Systemtechnik, the train runs over every German high-speed line at least twice a year, 
checking clearances, overhead lines and track geometry. The equipment used for these 
tests is housed in the intermediate carriages. 
However, since April 2018, a new trailer car has been seen in the consist. Painted blue, it 
is quite different from the ICE 2-based carriages of the rest of the unit. For a start, it is 
slightly longer at 28.75 metres as opposed to the standard train’s 26.40 metres. To 
maintain gauge, the new coach is also slightly narrower, and it has shrouded bogies. 
The new car is not a development in DB’s testing regime, rather it is the first experimental 
carriage for Siemens’ new high-speed train, the Velaro Novo. 
 

 

The ICE-S test train operated by DB Systemtechnik. Photo: DB/Frank Barteld. 
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1,520mm gauge bogies, were ordered in 2006 for the Moscow to Saint Petersburg line. A 
further 20 sets were ordered in 2011. 
Deutsche Bahn itself ordered 16 eight-car Velaro D sets for international services from 
Germany. Keeping up the international theme, Eurostar purchased ten 16-car, 400-metre 
long Velaro e320 trains for services between London and Paris/Brussels. 
Finally, Turkish railways bought 17 eight-car units for the country’s developing high-speed 
network. 
Reduced energy consumption 
Building on this success, Siemens started, in 2013, to develop the next generation – 
Velaro Novo. Intended to be lighter and more efficient than its predecessors, the longer 
cars will, as standard, be coupled into seven-car formations, eliminating both the weight 
and maintenance requirements of a pair of bogies. 
The bogies themselves are an inside-frame design. Siemens developed inside-frame 
bogies for the Desiro City design that is now the Class 700 trains used on Thameslink. On 
that train, the inside-frame saved one tonne of weight per bogie. Much work was needed 
to develop the design for high-speed use, but similar weight savings are anticipated. The 
lower unsprung mass also ensures smoother operation and reduced wear. 
In addition to the lighter bogies, new profile and welding technologies for the body shells, 
including the use of friction stir welding, new on-board converters and the use of 
innovative materials and construction solutions have reduced the train’s weight by over 70 
tons, or around 15 per cent. 

Despite having a narrower bodyshell, the Velaro Novo has a gangway that is 11mm wider than earlier models. 
 

The use of permanent-magnet motors further reduces weight, as the heavy cooling 
systems needed for normal asynchronous motors is no longer needed. 
But weight saving is only part of the equation. Improved aerodynamics also play their part 
in achieving higher energy efficiency and thus substantially reduced lifecycle costs. 
The completely covered and streamlined bogies cut energy consumption by roughly 15 
percent and reduce noise emissions. This shielding is not restricted to the outside of the 
car, but the underside of the bogie is also covered, giving the whole train a smooth 
underbody and helping to control airflow under the train. 
The aerodynamics of the end cars is further improved by a more streamlined design, and 
gangway connections that are flush with the train’s body shell substantially reduce 
aerodynamic drag and cut energy consumption by around ten percent. In addition, the 
high-voltage equipment on the car roof is also completely covered, further improving the 
aerodynamics. 
These improvements to weight and aerodynamics result in a train which, running at 
300km/h, for example, will use 30 per cent less energy than previous Velaro models, 
translating to savings of 1,375 tons of CO2 emissions a year. 
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Flexible interior concept 
The Velaro Novo’s lightweight body shell is based on the empty tube concept, meaning 
that there are no permanent installations inside the car and the interior can be laid out 
however the operator wishes and altered whenever requirements change. The cars have 
no underseat fittings or electrical cabinets in their interior. Technical installations are 
reduced to a minimum and are functionally organised to optimise cable routes and weight 
savings. Overall, the interiors are some 10 per cent roomier than previous models. 
Combined with the new wider connections between cars, already mentioned due to their 
improved aerodynamic performance, the interior of the train will have a more spacious feel 
than earlier high-speed trains. Internet service, passenger information systems, on-board 
entertainment and CCTV security surveillance systems can be integrated to meet 
customer needs. 
Despite the longer car length, and slightly narrower bodyshell that necessitates, the new 
cars have an aisle width of 535mm, 11mm wider than the previous Velaro, while offering 
the same seating comfort. For operations on rail routes with larger structure gauges, such 
as in Sweden, Russia and China, a variant is available with a wider body shell, making 
possible a 2+3 seating configuration. 

 
The future is here 
As has been mentioned, Siemens is already testing these  innovations. A test car, 
integrated into the ICE-S operated by DB Systemtechnik, is currently undergoing test runs 
throughout Germany. The tests are being conducted under various operating conditions to 
monitor and analyse the performance of the car body and bogies, among other things. 
The ICE-S test train has a maximum operating speed of 280km/h, although it can run at up 
to 330km/h. Velaro Novo is intended to operate on high-speed railways at between 250 
and 360km/h. 
Programme director Michael Kopp explained that the test car was actually almost a 
production vehicle. “Actually this car already has a series-production status,” he explained. 
“Essential components of this car have been manufactured as standard products – bogies, 
car body, windows, doors and many more. 
“The crucial point is finding a solution, and what we did differently this time with Velaro 
Novo, was to tell colleagues involved to step forward with ideas, to question everything we 
have known up to now, to think “out of the box”, to think in new ways – we are not going to 
brush anything aside for now.” 
That approach has borne fruit, and the test/development car, christened “#seeitnovo”, is 
the tangible result. 
“The Velaro Novo is our answer to global demands in high-speed transport,” Sabrina 
Soussan, CEO of Siemens’ Mobility Division, commented before the train was shown off 
for the first time at InnoTrans 2018. 
“The new train writes a new chapter in the Velaro’s success story and enables operators 
to offer improved passenger comfort and economy over the train’s entire lifecycle. What 
we are presenting today is the result of five years of development: a platform offering 
uniquely optimised energy consumption and maintenance costs, as well as maximum 
flexibility and reliability.” 
 
 
EUROPEAN EVENTS 
Dates of European Events. 
 

AEC European Days in Austria (Linz) 22nd – 28th September 2019 - see below. 
The FEANDC Congress for 2019 will still take place in Glasgow as planned from 5th- 9th 

September 2019.  See details below. 

AEC European Days in Bulgaria (Sofia) organised by the Romanian section – 
19th – 24th May 2020. 
The Spanish section is proposing European Days in Madrid/Toledo for 2021. 
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Austrian Section 
 2019: 0812. und 26. März, 09. und 23. April,  Im Vereinsbüro der AEC - Sektion 
Österreich stehen an jedem zweiten und vierten Dienstag im Monat, jeweils von 14.00 bis 
16.30 Uhr, Vorstandsmitglieder zur persönlichen oder telefonischen Kontaktaufnahme zur 
Verfügung.  
Adresse: 1040 Wien, Gußhausstraße 19 (Ecke Argentinierstraße), 3. Stock (Lift), Tür 18   
Bitte wenden Sie sich an ein Vorstandsmitglied. 
 

Kegeltermine 2018/2019  (Bowls Programme) 
Das Kegeln findet jeweils am Dienstag in der Zeit von 16.30 – 20.30 Uhr in der 
Sportanlage am Praterstern (Wien), statt.  
2019: 05. März, 02. April, 07. Mai, 04. Juni 
 
 
 
 

EUROPEAN DAYS IN LINZ (A) 2019 
Proposed Programme: 

 

Sunday, 22. September 2019 Arrival of members of the Administrative Council in 
Linz   Transfer to Park Inn Hotel.  19h00-Dinner in the hotel restaurant. 
 
Monday, 23. September 2019 Arrival of other members in Linz  
09h00 – 13h00 Linz – Administrative Council  

18h30 Welcome in the hotel Restaurant. 
19h00 Gala Opening of European Days. 
Tuesday, 24. September 2019 City tour Linz 
09h00 Departure by “Linz City Express“ for visiting the city of Linz plus the visit of the 
“Mariendom”  
10h00 Visiting „Ars Electronica Center“  
11h00 Departure by train with the „Pöstlingbergbahn“ to the top of the Pöstlingberg – 
leisure time 
13h00 Return to the centre of Linz with the Pöstlingbergbahn  
13h30 Lunch in the brewery restaurant „Stieglkeller“, afterwards leisure time  
19h00 Boattrip on the Danube & dinner on board  
Wednesday, 25. September 2019 Trip to Traunsee in the Salzkammergut  
09h00 Departure by bus to Vorchdorf  
10h05 Departure by historic train to Gmunden  
10h32 Arrival at Gmunden “Seebahnhof“  
10h45 Departure by ship – „Schlösserrundfahrt“  
11h45 Lunch at the Restaurant „Hoisnwirt“  
13h00 Departure by ship to Gmunden  
14h00 Visit the famous ceramic factory “Gmundener Keramikmanufaktur”  
15h30pm Departure by bus to Ampflwang  
16h30 Visit the Railway museum  
18h30 Departure by bus to Linz  
19h.30pm Dinner in the Restaurant “Josef“ in Linz 

Thursday, 26. September 2019 A day in Freistadt (including Brewery)  
08.30am Visit to the works of Plasser und Theurer in Linz (track maintenance & 
construction company).  
10h30 Freistadt (city tour & visiting the brewery) 
12.30 Lunch in the “Brewery Freistadt“  
14.30 Visiting and ride with the famous Pferdeeisenbahn  (Horse railway) 
16h00 Return to Linz  
18h30 Dinner in Restaurant „Josef“ in Linz with Music and Folklore. 
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Friday, 27. September 2019 A wonderful trip to the monastery St Florian and a 
“flight to the mountains”  
08h45 Departure by bus to the monastery St. Florian, where composer Anton Bruckner 
was organist  
09h30 Organ concert in the monastery St. Florian  
10h00 Leisure time  
11h.00 Departure by bus to the Wurzeralm  
12h00 Cable car ride  
12h30 Lunch on the mountain, leisure time  
15h00 Cable car ride and afterwards back to Linz by bus  
18h30 Conclusion of the European Days in Linz  
19h00 Dinner in the hotel restaurant „Park Inn“ with music 
Saturday, September 28, 2019 Departure of the participants  
From 7am Breakfast  
Transfer to the railway station in Linz  
 
Estimated pricing: (Based on information from 1st June 2018)  
Price per person in double or twin room. 
660 euro from September 23, 2019 as of dinner till September 28, 2019 breakfast  
740 euro from Dinner on September 22, 2019 till September 28, 2019 breakfast  
Single room supplement: 47 euro per night  
 
Included benefits: 4star Hotel in Linz. Full accommodation, all transfers , cable car ride, 
Entrance in various museums and the monastery St Florian  
Registration and Pre payment of 300 euro per person until 28th February 2019  
Final payment (360 or 440 euro) before 1st August  2019  
 

We hope you like the programme and look forward to your visit. 
 
Booking through the British section. 
Those of you who have shown past interest in European Days have been reminded of the 
final date for registration.  If you have not received this reminder and are interested, please 
contact Philip Worsfold immediately.  There may still be time to make a reservation.  There 
is no need to send any money until we know how much the deposits work out in Sterling.    
 

 
 

EUROPEAN DAYS IN BULGARIA 19th – 24th May 2020. 
Organised by the Romanian section of AEC, helped by Bulgarian colleagues who, 
we hope, will form a new Bulgarian section.  Here is the provisional programme. 
 

Sunday: 18th May 2020 

08h.00-24h00 – Arrival of participants at the European days of the AEC. Transfer from the 

railway station and from international airport of Sofia.  Accommodation at the ‘Earth and 

People Hotel * * * *’ (restaurant, terrace, conference room, bar, gym, sauna, swimming 

pool, etc.) 
19h.00-23h00 – Dinner at the restaurant. 
Monday: 19th May 2020 
07h00-09h00 – Breakfast 

09h00-13h00 – Administrative Council meeting in the conference room of the hotel. 

13h00-15h00 – Lunch in the hotel’s restaurant. 

15h30-18h00 – Meeting of General Assembly and elect ion of the new European Bureau 

AEC. 

  - For other participants, relax by the pool or stroll through the historic centre. 
18h30-22h00 - Official opening of the European Days of the AEC. Festive dinner with 
music, dancing and a Bulgarian folk programme at the Earth and People’s restaurant. 
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Tuesday: 20th May 2020 

07h00-09h30 – Breakfast 

10h00-13h00 – Tour of the city of Sofia with a visit to the Cathedral Alexander Nevski, St. 

Sophia Church, Sfantu Gheorghe Church, the Royal Palace and the National Theatre Ivan 

Vazov. 

13h30-15h30 – Lunch at a restaurant in the city. 

16h00-19h00 – Continue to the city and visit the National Park Mount Vitosha, the oldest 

natural park on the Balkan Peninsula, visible from almost all parts of Sofia. 

19h30-21h30 – Dinner with music at the Earth and People Hotel Restaurant, 

Wednesday: 21st May 2020 

07h00-09h00 – Breakfast at the hotel. 

09h30-12h30 – Visit to Rila Monastery, the largest Orthodox monastery in the Balkans -

about 100 km 

13h00-15h00 – Lunch at a restaurant in the area 

15h30-19h00 – Visit to Rila National Park Return to Sofia. 

19.30-21.30 - Dinner at the Earth and People Restaurant. 
Thursday: 22nd May 2020 
07h00 - Packed breakfast. Bus departure to the centre of Bulgaria –a about 200 km. 

10h30-12h00 – Travelling to Arbanasi - the oldest village in Bulgaria; in fact an 

architectural miniature jewel. 

12h30-14.00 – Lunch at a Bulgarian restaurant. 
14h30-17h30 — visiting Veliko Tarnovo - the former medieval capital of Bulgaria 
19h00-20h00 – Dinner at a restaurant en route 
22h00 - Arrival in Sofia  
Friday: 23rd May 2020 
07h.00-09h00 – Breakfast at the hotel. 
09h30-12h00 – Visit to the City Hall in Sofia and the Headquarters of the Bulgarian 
Railways. 
12h30-14h30 – Lunch at a restaurant in Sofia. 
15h00-18h00 - Free time for shopping and relaxation. 
18h30-22h00 - The official closing of the European Days of AEC, with music and dancing
 and a special artistic program at the Earth and People Restaurant. 
Saturday: 24th May 2020 
07h00-09h00 – Breakfast at the hotel. 
Departure of participants. Transfer to the railway station or the airport. 
 

Estimated costs: 
1. From May 19 (festive dinner) until May24 (breakfast) - 490 euro. 
2. From May 18 (dinner) until May 24 (breakfast) – 560 euro.. 
3. From May 18 (dinner) until May 20 (breakfast) – 160 euro. 
4. Single room supplement  - 1 11 euro / night. 
 

Prices are calculated a for minimum of 100 persons and include accommodation in Earth 

and People Hotel **** - full board, including lunch and dinner, coach transport, guided tour 

programme, entrance to objectives and transfers from the railway station or airport.  

Booking details will follow later.  As usual, we aim to provide centralised booking for British 

section members. 
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PROGRAMME FOR FEANDC CONGRESS 2019: GLASGOW, DOUBLE TREE BY 

HILTON HOTEL (CENTRAL)- 
Thursday 5th Sept. to Monday 9th Sept. 2019 
 

Thursday 5th September 2019. 
Delegates arrive at Glasgow Central Station or Airport (see last page) & transfer to 
DoubleTree By Hilton Hotel, Glasgow Central - Either walk approx. 13 mins or by Taxi. 
13.00hrs-17.30hrs. Meet & Greet desk at the Hotel – distribution of our weekend 
programme of 
events/timings/delegates list/gifts. Give out of the Glasgow City Sightseeing 2 Day Bus 
Pass + Maps  (Multi language commentary) for individual visit of the town. Hop on/hop off 
wherever you want. 
Evening Meal in Hotel at 19.30 (one drink inc.). 
Friday 6th  September 2019. 
Breakfast in Hotel restaurant for delegates from 06.30 to 10.30hrs. 
Individual visit of Glasgow with the Glasgow City Sightseeing 2 Day Bus Pass + Maps 
(Multi language commentary); hop on/hop off wherever you want.  We suggest a tour 
should include a visit to Glasgow Transport Museum.  There is a stop on the City 
Sightseeing bus to cater for this. 
17.00 – 19.00hrs. FEANDC Meeting for Country Representatives in Hotel. 
19.30 Evening meal in Hotel (one drink Inc.) 
Saturday 7th September 2019. 
07.00 Breakfast in Hotel 
07.45 prompt walk from Hotel to Glasgow Queen St Rail Station to catch 08.21hrs service 
to Fort William. Reserved seating. Arr. Circ. 12.05hrs. 
Our rail journey from Glasgow to Fort William goes beside Loch Lomond and through The 
Trossachs National Park.  Look out for the spectacular views, and the wild animals. 
12.15. 2 course lunch at Brewers Fayre, Fort William, just across the road from rail station. 
14.15. Depart by Doigs Coaches for the road journey to Glasgow (with a break at The 
Green Welly shop/complex on the way). 
Arr 17.15 approx. Glasgow Hotel. 
19.00. FEANDC Gala Banquet-Speeches/Presentations /Hand over to FEANDC 
Switzerland 2020.  One drink included. 
23.00 finish. Includes Bagpiper & Music. 
Sunday 8th September 2019. 
07.00 To 09.00hrs Breakfast in the Hotel. 
09.15 depart Hotel by coach to Edinburgh for sightseeing coach/walking tour. (With French 
& German guides). On the way, visit to Kelpie Horses Falkirk. Come and see the world's 
largest equine sculptures up close - and even go inside to marvel at the complexity and 
the engineering which created these fantastic pieces of art. 
Free Time in Edinburgh to visit Holyrood House, Edinburgh Castle, Princes Street shops, 
or The Royal Mile which stretches from Holyrood Palace & Parliament to the Castle, 
downhill from the castle, uphill from Holyrood Palace and Parliament, with plenty of 
shopping opportunities. 
16:00 Depart Edinburgh back to Hotel arrive approx. 18:00 
19.30 Evening meal in Hotel. (One drink included.) 
Monday 9th September 2019. 
06.30 to 10.30 Breakfast in Hotel. 
All delegates depart for home. 
 

Details of booking arrangements are available from Peter Davies – see address, page 2 
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RECENT EVENTS… 
We met at the Royal Oak in Tabard Street for our usual December London Reunion.  
Information regarding the future of the establishment was not forthcoming, although your 
editor did retrieve his projector screen.  In January he had the pleasure of presenting for 
members a French themed programme of films in his own home, preceded by an excellent 
buffet lunch laid on by Jenny. 
 
…AND THINGS TO COME 
London reunions. 
Reunions will continue on the third Thursday of the month nominally from 16h00 onwards 
until about 19h00.  The Royal Oak was visited again on 21st Februay and it appears still to 
be a viable option.  So we shall continue to meet there, ay least for the present.  Details 
will also be on our website – so keep an eye on it: 
www.aec-europe.co.uk  
 
John Woods continues to arrange visits at short notice.  If you wish to receive details and 
to book a place, he should be contacted by phone/text: -  07 380 388 874 

 
ASSOCIATION TIES AND BADGES. 
In common with other sections, the British section of the Association has a necktie and a 
badge.  Our particular items are common to both the British and Belgian sections.  We 
have produced the ties and the Belgian section, the badges.  I am sorry that we do not 
have a specific item for ladies. 
Ties are available, at £4.50 plus postage, and badges are in stock in small numbers, at 
£1.50 each, including UK inland postage.  These items are available from Philip 
Worsfold.  Please contact him first by e-mail or phone to check availability (details at the 
top of page 2.) 
 
 
YOUNG BUFFERS ASSOCIATION.       RAILWAY STUDY ASSOCIATION. 
We recommend the support of these organisations, membership of which is open to 
members of AEC   See the further details in our previous edition. 
 
REPTA. 

The long standing Railway Employees’ and Public Transport Association offers bargain 
price insurance through AVIVA and concessions and discounts at stores and attractions 
throughout the country.  The ‘Yearbook’ gives full details, including the invaluable guide to 
staff travel facilities throughout the world.   For details contact our Asst Secretary, Peter 
Davies (see page 2), who is also General Secretary of REPTA; or visit: www.repta.co.uk . 
 
FEANDC. 
FEANDC has similar social aims to AEC; and like AEC has sections in a number of 
European countries, including some which do not have AEC sections. 
More details and all other information about FEANDC are available from Peter Davies 
(address etc on Page 2).  
 
AND FOR THE FUTURE??? 
We shall endeavour to continue the production of these newsletters.  I continue to use a 
variety of sources for news of international interest and thank those members who send 
me information – but I continue with my plea for more from you.  I hope I shall be able to 
keep my promise of more articles.  So please, put pen to paper to build up a library of 
articles.  Please keep in touch and let us have your information, your views and your 
ideas.  The next issue will be published for 1st June 2019 and will contain the draft minutes 
of the Annual General Meeting in Bournemouth on 24th April 2019.  The copy deadline is 
1st May 2019.. 
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SUMMARY OF DATES 
 

Unless changed at the Annual General Meeting, Reunions will continue on the third 
Thursday of the month, nominally from 16h00 onwards until about 19h00 at the Royal 
Oak in Tabard Street, London, if it remains in business and subject to any changes made 
at the Annual General Meeting.  But see the Stop Press below. 
Any changes to the venue or day forLondon reunions will be shown on the website 
www.aec-europe.co.uk and confirmed to e-mail subscribers. 
 
 

Future dates for 2019 Reunions and meetings are: 
Thursday 21st March at the Royal Oak, Tabard Street, London. 
Thursday 18th April  (Friday 19th April is Good Friday) 
Friday 24th April – Annual General Meeting at the Elstead Hotel, Bournemouth at 
16h00, followed by a meal and social gathering. 
Thursday 16th May. 
Thereafter, unless changed at the Annual General Meeting: 
Thursday  20th June. 
Thursday 18th July. 
Thursday 15th August. 
 
 

Inquiries and bookings relating to visits organised by John Woods should be addressed to 
John by phone/text: - 
07 380 388 874 
 
 
 
 

STOP PRESS. 
Meetings at the Royal Oak, Tabard Street, London. 
Members visited the Royal Oak on 21

st
 February and, 

although there have been some changes and the food 
menu is smaller, it still seems to be a viable option.  We 
shall meet there as usual for our reunion on 21

st
 March. 
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